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ANECDOTES or Dr. HUGH BLAIR. 


N Saturday, December 27, 1800, died, at Edinburgh, 

in the cighty-third year of his age, the Rev. Hugh 
Blair, D. D. Profeffor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in 
that Univerfity, Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
Honorary Member of the Highland Society of London, &c. 
and author of fome of the moft popular works on fubjeéts 
of piety, tafte, and morals, which have appeared in Europe. 

Dr. Blair was born at Edinburgh, in April, 1718. His 

father was a younger brother of the antierit family of Blair, 
and a clergyman of the church of Scotland. After a courfe 
of liberal education at the {chools, and in the univerfity of 
his native city, the fon took the degree of Mafter of Arts, 
and entered into holy orders, in the year 1742. He was 
prefented, that fame year, to the rural benefice of Collefflie in 
the county of Fife. From Colleffie, he was foon tranflated 
to the Canongate Church at Edinburgh. Inthe year 1758, 
he became firft minifter of that which is called the High 
Church of Edinburgh. The Univerfity of St. Andrew’s 
about that time conferred on him the honour of Doétor in 
Divinity. In 1761, the profeflorfhip of Rhetoric and 
Belles Letters was inftituted in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 
for the purpofe of being filled by Dr. Blair. He was one 
of thofe who promoted the colleétion, the tranflation, and the 
Englith publication of the poems of Offian. His own firf 
publication was a critical differtation onthofe poems, which 
accompanied the tranflation by Macpherfon. 
Vor, XXXVII. G In 











4% THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


In the year 1777, he publifhed the fir volume of thofe 
Sermons which have been fo generally read and admired. 
The late Dr. Samuel Johnfon was one of the firft to praife 
them. The fuccefs of his firft volume encouraged him to 
add a fecond. Athird anda fourth, atter different intervals, 
followed. ‘They were all received with the fame ardent ap- 
probation. They have been reprinted, we believe, almofl to 
a twentieth edition by the London proprietors of the copy 
right. In Ireland and America they have pafled through 
feveral editions. 

In the year 1783, Dr. Blair was permitted to retire froin 
the official exercife of his duties, as Profeflor of Rhetoric ; 
fill continuing, however, to enjoy the falary of that ap- 
pointment, and to retain the charaéter of Proteflor Emeritus. 
His le&tires were foon after made public from the prels. 
Temperance, exercife, and the advantages of a conflitution 
of body naturally found and healthful, preferved him—to 
within a few years of his death, in full ability to difcharge 
the clerical duties of hisofhice. He had furvived his wife, 
who died a few years fince; and his only. child a lovely 
daughter, who was fuddenly {natched away by a fever, in 
the flower of herage. ‘To the lait, he remained equal to the 
duties, and the fober enjoyments ot dometlic life. 

His emoluments, at firit moderate, were gradually in- 
creafed. Asa minifler of Edinburgh he.had a flipend of 
200]. a year: as Profelfor of Rhetoric he had an annual fa- 
jary of 701. from about the time of the publication of the 
fecond volume of his Sermons, he had a penfion from her 
Majefty of 200]. annually, which, when he ceafed to lec- 
ture on rhetoric, was augmented to 306]. The copy-money 
otf his works, received at different times, might amount in 
allto 40001]. His flyle of living was comfortable and re- 
{pettable ; be entertained his friends with elegant hofpitality : 
divided his year between the town and its rural epvirons, 
and kept his carriage. His expences were carefully regu- 
Jated ; and he has, it is faid, lett a fortune of between 15,000}. 
and 20,000], 

It the merits of an author may be eftimated by the popu- 
larity and general ufefulnefs of his writings, it will be im- 
pollrble todeny Dr. Bjair as a man of tafte and judgment, 
almoft the very firft rank among his contemporaries. His 
Critical Diflertations onthe Poems of Offlian, combine the 
philofophy, of Ariftotle with the eloquence of Longinus: 
mingles the metaphyfical criticifm of the Scotch with that 
crtici{tn of mere taille and erudition which is preferred by 
the 
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the Englifh; difplays above all, a foundnefs of judgment, 
anda delicate fenfe of propriety, which are fcarcely rivalled 
by any other critical produ€tion either in ancient or modern 
times. 

At the period when his Sermons were firft offered to the 
world, this fpecies of writing had loft almoft all its. former 
power over the minds of the public.—Mere elegance and 
propriety of flyle could have had but {mall effeé&t to make 
fermons: fo fuddenly popular and eminently fafhionable. It 
was the {kill with which they were adapted to the very tone 
of the public tafte, humour, and judgment. It was the 
union which they exhibited of mild religion, and of. pure 
and liberal philofophy, with difcriminating obfervation on 
the modes of human conduét, and the fortunes of human 
life.—It was, in conjunétion with fuch qualities, that epic 
unity of compofition, that luminous beauty and jufthefs of 
arrangement, that fpirit of propriety and difcretion pervad- 
ing them in every part—to which his Sermons owed that 
fudden but ftill rifing popularity which they have, ever fince 
their firft publication, enjoyed. 

His eloquence is vigorous, lively, and fplendid ; always 
correét, but rarely rifing to the higheft pitch of vehemence 
or fublimity. 

His Sermons have been tranflated into the French, Dutch, 
German, Sclavonic, and Italian languages. His Leétures 
have becn lately tranflated, among other languages, into the 
Spanifh. He has left fome pofthumous works; and we 
hope foon to announce them to the public. It fhould be 
adde d, that his conduét as a Chriftian, and aman, was worthy 
of every praife. 





Dr. Fohnfon's Defcription of the Perfon of Mr. Pope. 


HE perfon of Pope is well known not to have been 
formed by the niceft model. He has, in his account of 

the Litthe Club, compared himfelf to a fpider, and by ano- 
ther is defcribed as protuberant behind and before. He is 
faid to have been beautiful in his infancy ; but he was of a 
conftitution originally feeble and weak ; and as bodies of a 


“tender frame are eafily diflorted, his deformity was probably 


in part the effcét of his application. His ftature was fo low, 
that, to bring him to a level with common tables, it was ne- 
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ceflary to raife his feat. But his face was not difpleafing, 
and his eyes were animated and vivid. 

By natural deformity, or accidental diftortion, his vital 
funétions were fo much difordered, that his life was a long 
difeafe. His moft frequent affailant was the head-ach, which 
he ufedto relieve by inhaling the fteam of coffee, which he 
very frequently required. 

Moft of what can be told concerning his petty peculia- 
rities was communicated by a female domefllic of the Earl 
ot Oxford, who knew him perhaps after the middle of lite. 
He was then fo weak as to ftand in perpetual need of female 
attendance ; extremely fenfible of cold, fo that he wore a 
kind of fur doublet, under a fhirt of very coarfe warm linen 
with fine fleeves. When he rofe, he was invefted in boddice 
made of ftiff canvas, being fcarcely able to hold himfelf 
ereét till they were laced, and he then put on a flannel waift- 
coat. One fide was contrafied. His legs were fo flender, 
that he erilarged their bulk with three pair of flockings, 
which were drawn on and off by the maid; for he was not 
able to drefs or undrefs himfelf, and neither went to bed nor 
rofe without help. His weaknefs made it very difficult for 
him to be clean. 

His hair had fallen almoft all away : and he ufed to dine 
fometimes with Lord Oxford, privately, in a velvet cap. 
His drefs of ceremony was black witha tye-wig, and a little 
{word. 





Memoirs of Wieland, the celebrated German Poet. 


EIMAR is juftly reputed to be at prefent the favourite 
abode of the German mufes ; the names of the moft 
diftinguifhed literary charaéters of that city are as follows :— 
Wieland, Von Gothe, Herder, Richder, Bottiger, Ber- 
tuch, Falk, Von Kotzebue, Von Einfiedel, Von Linkert, 
Von Knebel, Jagemann, Maier, the painter, Maier, the hifto- 
rian, Hunnius, Von Seckendorf, Vulpius ; of the fair fex, 
Madame Von Wohlzogen, Mademoifelle Von Imhof, Ma- 
dame Von Kalb. 

Wieland, Counfellor to the Duke of Weimar.—This ve- 
nerable laurel-crowned patriarch of the German mufes pafles 
now his laft halcyon days, remote from the buftle and trou- 
blefome conftraints of the great world, at his peaceful coun- 
try-feat, Offmannftadt, inthe vicinity of Weimar. There 
he divides his tranquil, but ftill diligently employed hours, 
betwixt 
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betwixt the Bucolic and the Parnaffian mufe ; on the altar of 
which latter we have hitherto feen the offerings of the aged 
bard ftill burn with the bright flame of youth. 

Wieland married his favourite daughter Charlotte, who 
had accompanied the Danifh poet Baggafen and his lady in 
atour to Switzerland, to a bookfeller in Zurich, a fon of 
the celebrated poet Salomon Geffner. Weiland had-refided 
during the moft delightful period of his life at Zurich,where 
he formed a friendfhip with the German Theocritus ; and it 
gave him infinite pleafure, to embrace as his fon-in-law, the 
fon of his friend. 

In the year 1797 he made, with his family, a journey to 
Zurich, to vifit his children there; and inhabited for fome 
months a pleafant country-houfe in a romantic fituation on 
the border of the lake of Zurich; where he was vifited by 
the mofk efteemed literati of Switzerland, a Hefs, Fufsly, 
Hottinger, Peftalozzi, Bronner, &c. With Lavater, how- 
ever, he had no intercourfe. 

Here he was feized with an irrefiftible longing for a coun- 
try life; and therefore, when late in the autumn of the fame 
year he returned to Weimar, he fold his commodious houfe 
in the city, and purchafed the {mall eftate where he now re- 
fides. The lands belonging to this eftate are not extenfive ; 
but the dwelling-houfe is very fpacious and convenient ; 
having been built on a large fcale by Count Bunau, cele- 
brated author of a Hiftory of Germany. Weiland retained 
his eftate in his own hands, and has it cultivated under the di- 
reftion of his fons: but has at firftto contend with great eco- 
nomical difficulties. He is not rich; for he has always been 
very beneficent and liberal, and in the early part of his lite- 
rary career was badly paid by the bookfellers who publifhed 
his works. For fome of his beft early poems, for his Ama- 
dis and his Mufarion, he fcarcely received a few hundred 
dollars. 

Wieland has affifted many diftreffed young poets and aue 
thors, in whom he thought he difcovered promifing talents, 
much more liberally than could have been expeéted from a 
man of his’fortune; and frequently paid more than their va- 
lue for their contributions to the German Mercury, a perio- 
dical work which he publifhes fince the year 1773; that 
he might thus generoufly relicve their diftreffes without burt- 
ing their feelings. Thus he received with open arms the Ex- 
monk Reinhold, who had made his efcape from Vienna; and 
at laft gave him one of his daughters in marriage. This 1s 
the fame Mr. Reinhold who is at prefent Profeffor of Philo. 
fophy 
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fophy at Kiecl,in Holftein. At alater period another monk 
fled to him from a Ciltercian monaftery in Swabia; and him 
too he fupported for fome years, whilft Audying philofophy 
at the Univerlfity of Jena. 

To only a few favourites of nature it is given to arrive to 
fo advanced an age with the powers of their mind fo freth 
and unimpaired. Around him plays yet the funfhine of a 
youthful gaiety and humour, which are communicated as by 
enchantment, to all whoapproach him. Under the fnow of 
old age, his genius feems to enjoy an eternal fpring. Sim- 
plicity, mildnefs, and philanthropy,are diftinguifhing traits 
yn his charaéter ; and, as in an angelic picture of Raphael, 
there beams forth in his countenance the tranquil transfigu- 
ration of a perfected {pirit and of a fainted heart. What 
chiefly caufes him vexation, is that mankind in his opinion, 
are continually growing worfe and more depraved. It isa 
remarkable circumftance, that this kind of fcepticifm is 
moltly obfervable in men of the nobleft minds. And there 
is a point of view in which it may be explained. The mea- 
fure by which a man judges the world without, is his own 
heart ; and the nobler his own heart is, the greater are his de- 
mands fromthe world: and it may often happen, that the 
world feems to have gone backward, and is ftill to go back- 
ward in the path of morality ; whilft itis in faét only he that 
has gone forward, and fill goes forward, 

Mankind at large cannot keep pace with the individual 
firiving after perteétion, and fleadily purfuing his courfe 
without interruption. From the fame turbid fource of {cep- 
ticifm probably flow the rapid changes of opinion which his 
enemies object to this great man with refpeét to polities; as 
in a lucid moment his heart again becomes reconciled with 
mankind, but immediately after, perhaps on reading the next 
news-paper, again gives itfelf up to unbelief and defpair. 
A mind like his fluétuates in a continual attraétion and repul- 
fion, love for, and indignation againft the human face, which 
in no age or country fhews a firm and ftable chara¢ter. 

Yes, who could believe it, fo firmly has this opinion laid 
hold ef the mind of Wieland, that he 1s willing to facrifice 
to iteven his own merit as an author. If he be afked, why, 
notwithitanding his unbelicf of the progreffive amelioration 
of man, he ftill employs his pen towards bettering him, and 





feems to wilh to promote that improvement the exiftence of 


which he denied; he replies: “ I do not know how that 
happens; I cannot help writing; it comes upon me like 
bleeding at the nofe, and I let it run.” 
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Notwithflanding the extreme weaknefs of his frame, this 


nk fingular man flill enjoys the moft perfeét health: and the 
1m goddeiles of deftiny feem willing to add, under the benign 
hy influence of acountry air, many a ferenely checriul year to 
the life of their favourite. . His labours are to him the beft 
> to medicine and refrcfhment. Onthe other hand, a few idle 
eth hours are fufficient to bring a fit of ficknefs upon him. No- 
fa thing in-nature is fo hateful and dangerous to him as the 
by wind. 
of Wieland has a numerous family: three fons and fix 
im daughters. Two of the fons apply to rural @conomy, and 
alts | fuperintend the cultivation of their father’s eftate; the third 
el, is purfuing his ftudies. Of the daughters, three are married, 
Zu and two are widows, which latter refide with their cli!drea in 
hat their father’s houfe at Offmannftadt. 
on, ' An affe&ting pi€lure it is, to conceive to onefelf the fond 
is a ' and happy father in the midft of his family, in his peaceful 
18 & retreat at Ollmannftadt, free, and in the poffeflion of a long 
ere ' wifhed for eftate: but ftill more affeéting it is, to fee this fa- 
ea- cra familia itfelf under the palms of Offmanniladt, where 
wn : love, concord, and content, hold them entwined with their 
de- , unfading flowery -wreaths. 
the To his friends who here vifit him in his rural retreat, 
ok- Wieland appears a true Jupiter Xenius ; only he requires on 
hat their part, a tafte for, and anticipation in his tranquil felicity. 
Nor is there any neceflity forthe guefts making empty com- 
ual pliments. It isa charming place. Wicland’s eftate ts fitu- 
rfe ated in atranquil pleafant valley. The garden, the poet’s fa- 
ep- vourite haunt, and, in its prefent form, moftly the work of 
his the embellifhing hand of his poffeffor, is a’ moft delightful 
as {fpot. A long row of lime trees leads to a very romantic 
ith =} grove, below which the neighbouring Ilm with foft murmur- 
ext ing haftens along. Here, during the fultry hours of the 
ar. | day, one generally finds the happy poet, furrounded by the 
ul- | harmonious choirs of the birds, fitting under the fhadow ot 
ich an umbrageous tree, with a book in his hand. Horace can. 
; not have felt himfelf happier in his beloved much-fung Sa- 
aid biaum, than Wieland in his beloved unfung Offmannftadt. 
Ice Wieland takes great pleafure in hufbandry : he confults for 
ny, inftruétion every good book on the fcience of rural ceco- 
ion nomy ; and, as in himfelf, fo all around him we fee the ufe- 
ind ful and the beautiful joined in amicable union. 
of ' The poet, however, thus happily faved from the forms of 
nat § the world, is not fo wholly ablorpt inthe enjoyment of this 
ike rural felicity, as to have bidden adieu for ever to his maternal 
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Weimar, whom he firft encircled with a laurel wreath, and 
to whofe name he firit communicated poetic harmony. He 
from time to time vifits her operas and theatres; and, while 
liftening to the ftrains of a Mozart, or to the fublime pro- 
duétions of a Schiller, willingly forgets for a few hours his 
beloved Tiber. 

At the time when Schiller’s Wallenftein was firft ated on 
the Weimar ftage, he remained eight days in that city. 

Martini’s Una cofo rara, likewile, whofe dulcet tones are 
above all pleafing to his ear, fometimes entice him back again 
within the walls he has left.—The vicinity of Tinfurt, the 
ufual fummer refidence of his old faithful friend, the Duchefs 
Amelia, mother of the reigning Duke of Weimar, often in- 
duces Wieland to exchange his beloved fhades for that facred 
vale of friendfhip, there in confidential converfatjon, or at 
the exhilarating banquet to recal to recolleétion the chearful 
hours of former times. 


(To be continued.) 





Propofal for introducing Medical and Surgical Punifh- 


ments. 


To the EDITOR, 

SIR, 

HE multiplication of penal ftatutes has given rife to 

many ferious difquifions on the wifdom of the laws, 
their failure, and the difficulty of carrying them into execu- 
tion; and fome gentlemen of profound habits of thinking 
have funk fo deep in this fubjeét, as to aflert, almoit in plain 
terms, that penal Jaws are good for nothing, becaufe crimes 
are as frequent after they have been enatied as before. Others 
have inquired, and I confefs with fome propriety, into the 
right of any community to infliét the punifhment of death 
upon its member ; and, if I am not miftaken, this punifh- 
ment is tn America reftri¢ted to murderers of the worft clafs 
only. 

Meditating upon thefe fubjeéts a few nights ago, it oc- 
curred to me that the fault of our laws might perhaps confift 
in the punifhments we infligét not being properly propor- 
tioned to the crimes; or, in other words, that rogues have 
been far more fertile in devifing new crimes, than honeft 
men, or legiflators (who 7p/o Jado are honeft men), have been 
ingenious in varying their means of punifhment. To enu- 
micrate all the crimes for which the law ordains punifhment, 

9 would 
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would require a much larger fpace than you might be dif 
pofed to allow to fuch a purpofe; but all the punifhments in 
ufe may, I believe, be expreffed in thefe few words, death, 
banifhment, imprifonment, whipping, pillory, and fines. 
There are fix punifhments to at leaft fix hundred fpecies of 
crimes ; and, by the bye, to fave myfelf the trouble, 1 beg 
leave to refer the curious reader to Mr. Colquhoun’s two 
volumes on the London and Marine Police, where he wiil 
find the genera and /pecies of rogues claffified in a truly Lin- 
newan fyftem, and often with Linnean names. 

Perhaps, therefore, I fay, the failure of our penal laws 
may proceed from a want of conneétion between the crime 
and the punifhment. But it is not my intention at prefent 
to attempt to eftablifh this conneétion: I leave that to wifer 
heads, and proceed to inform you, that, in the courfe of my 
meditations aforefaid, I recolle&eda plan put into my hands 
fome years ago, for “ commuting.all punifhments for opera. 
tions of pharmacy and furgery.”’ The worthy gentleman 
who propofed this fcheme had principally in his eye the 
frequency of executions, which he thought difgraceful to a 
country boafting its humanity ; and his idea was, inftead of 
hanging fo many felons, to make them fubmit to certain ex- 
periments and operations in phyfic and furgery. Hereby, 
faid he to me, with all the enthufiafm of afchemer, fcience 
will be promoted as well as crimes punifhed, by rogues being 
obliged to fubmit to operations, which, I am forry to fay, 
we can fearcely perfuade honeft mento undergo, although 
their lives are in danger; and I know fo much of thefe 
operations, that I will venture to fay, that, if my fcheme-be 
adopted, felons will underftand what it is to fuffer the pains 
of Jaw better than ever they did. 

This plan of my learned friend, however, did not fucceed 
at the time it was propofed, and I know not why; I am, 
however, hopeful that it may meet with a more gracious re- 
ception from the public at prefent, when the invention of 
Jubjlitutes is greatly the fafhion, and when we have ingenious 
men who undertake to find: Jub/litutes for almoft every ne- 
ceflary of life, from a militia-man to a joint of meat, 
Now, as it is notorious that the punifhment of felons is very 
expenfive to Government, and as Government, like al] other 
well regulated families, muft be fenfible of the hardnefs of 
the times, I flatter my {elf I am performingan acceptable fer. 
vice by propofing a cheap fubftitute for punifhments. 

It is almoft needlefs to fay, thag the f{cience of furgery ig 
very much obftru€ted by the want of opportynities for ope- 
Vot. XXXVII, H rations 
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rations:and experiments before the ftudent arrives at aétual 
practice with his patients. It is a very awkward thing, and 
would be very fhocking if it were known, that a furgeon 
fhould be able tofay to a patient, “ Sir, lam come to cut 
off your leg; but as this is the firft time I ever performed 
the. operation, you muft excule me, if I don’t gothrough it as 
I. could. wilh.” This, Mr. Editor, would. furely be very 
fhocking and very unfafe; whereas, it is obvious, that by the 
{cheme I propofe, at. Jeaft twenty ftudents may go through 
the whole feries of operations in the courfe of one Old 
Bailey feflions, greatly totheir improvement, and to the fur- 
therance of the law. 

Another advantage would be, that, as the operations of 
furgery are very numerous, they might afford that variety of 
punifhment which feems.very much wanted in order to pro- 
portion punifhments to crimes; and the antipathy of the 
lower claffes to furgical operations is fo ftrong, that.I truft I 
need not expatiate on this as a.powerful argument in fayour 
of the {cheme. _ The fight of aa cafe of inftruments would 
create more terror than the fight of a cat-o-nine-tails, which 
Iam told there are various ways to evade. For. flight of- 
fences, or firft offences, it may perhaps be neceffary to order 
the felon to be put under the hands of an apothecary’s boy 
for a week or fortnight. Crimes of the next degree of 
atrocity. might be punifhed by a gentle diflocation ; as we 
rife higher in offence, we afcend through the vartous degrees 
of frattures fimple and compound, up to the trepan, or li- 
thotomy. 

Methinks I hear the Recorder paffing fentence at the con- 
clufion.of an Old Bailey feflions inthismanner: . . 

“You, John Glim, have been found guilty of houfe- 
breaking: it only remams for me that I pronounce the fen- 
tence of the law, which is, that you be taken from thence to 
Surgeon’s Hal], in Lincoln’s.Inn Fields, in, the city of 
Weltminfter, and county of Middlefex, andthere be cut for 
a fjlula,”’ 

You, Thomas Vagrant, have been found guilty of fteal- 
ing privately. ‘The fentence of the law is that your right 
hand fhould be cut off; but the court, in confideration of 
your having a numerous family, whom you maintain by your 
profeffion as a ballad-finger, hath been pleafed to remit that 
part of your fentence, and orders that you be, qualified for 
the Opera House,” 

This, Sir, would alter the face of things in Newgate ; in- 
flead of rioting, drinking, ‘and [wearing, which are too much 
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to be heard in all our jails, we fhould hear nothing but groans, 
and fcreams, and the direful operation of bolafes and jaleps. 
The Newgate Calendar then would be a lift of cafes in fare 
gery; and the keeper, if he found a prifoner refraftory, 
might eafily procure fuch advice from the firft furgeon in the 
neighbourhood, as would effettually prevent his running 
away. 

Upon highwaymen, faotpads, and all fuch blood-thirfly 
fellows, I would have the various kinds of Siyptics tried ; 
experiments might alfo be made with gun-/hot wounds, a {pe- 
cies of retaliation which woyld admirably ferve the purpoles 
of {cience and juftice. As to crimes coinmitted ina ftate of 
intoxication; fer the leffer fpecies, a courfe of quack medi« 
cines might probably be fevere enough; but for the more 
atrocious, it would be abfolutely neceflary to punifh by tap- 
ping. Not that I meanthat the fentence of the Judge fhould’ 
be definitive. Alleviating circumftances ought flill to appéal 
to the fountain of mercy, and in cafes where the jury 
ftrongly recommend to mercy, his Majefty would no doubt 
remit the ¢rocar or the 4zfloury, as might feem fit. Very 
heinous offences committed by females, might be punifhed by 
operations incident to the fex, fuch as experiments onthe ner- 
vous fyftem, on the tongue, &c. or perliaps the ca/arian ope. 
ration might be ordered in lieu of hanging ; and, if we may 
believe fome learned profeffional men who have lately tried 
that operation, it would not amount to much more than a 
refpite for a week ! 

As to petty offences, bleeding and tooth- drawing would be 
in gencral fufficient, and perhaps as good for the morals as 
beating hemp and blafpheming ; or the apothe caries might 
be permitted to try the effeét of fome new invented medi- 
cine. I fancy I fhall fome day ‘or other read in the newfpa- 
pers a paragraph like the following: 

* Yefterday three men and a woman were brought before 
the Lord Mayor, for getting drunk and making a riot ina 
public houfe at unfeafonable hours; but, on their making a 
handfome apology for their conduét, and promifing to behave 
better in future, his Lordthip was pleafed to order that each 
fhould take abox of Dr. Humbug’s cathartie pills, and be 
difcharged.” 

In this plan, I humbly prefume, it is very obvious that va- 
rious perious would be gratified. Menof fcience would be 
undoubtedly pleafed with fo extenfive a range of experi- 
mental prattice; and I truftthere is enough-in the fcheme 'to 
fatisfy thofe who think that our punifhments' are’ in general 
too lenient. Executioners and jailors may be bribed, and 
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there are various ways of foftening punifhments ordered by 
the law; but the gentlemen to be employed upon my plan 
would have too much intereft in its fuccefs to be {wayed by 
any confiderations of another kind, or to be prevailed upon 
to lay down the knife or the lancet before law and juftice had 
been fully fatisfied. Befides, fhould a greater degree of 
feverity be contended for in the cafe of certain crimes, than 
an expert operator might infli€t, we have bungling’ furgeons 
and blundering apothecaries enough, whofe handy work and 
prefcriptions would amount to the full rigour of the law; 
or the numerous tribe of advertizing doftors might be em- 
ployed, and I hope none will fay that the punifhment in that 
cafe would not be perfeétly adequate to the crime. 

Having fuggefted thefe hints, Mr. Editor, I leave them and 
the whole fcheme to the confideration of your readers; J 
truft they will weigh it with impartiality, and determine whe- 
ther it is or is not entitled to a preference over the prefent 
{y ftem. 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient, 
A FrigNnpD To JusTICE AND SURGERY, 


FILIAL PIETY of the IRISH MOUNTAINEERS, 





NE virtue of the moft amiable kind they pra&ife with 
unremitting zeal—filial piety. No nation, not even 
the Chinefe, can pay more refpeétful attention and implicit 
obedience totheir parents. As there are no parifh work- 
houfes in Ireland, except in fome of the principal towns, 
confequently the country would abound with deftitute old 
people, were it not forthe gratitude of their progeny. The 
Irith peafapt, but efpecially the mountaineer, proteéts his 
parents in the decline of their years. The mothers affift in 
nurfing, carding, or {pinning ; the fathers hobble about the 
farms, dire€ting the young men at their work. At night, 
the beft and eafieft feat is appropriated to the ancient father 
and mother, and the moft nutritious food in the honfe is 
ferved up tothem. It really is an edifying and lovely fight 
to behold the refpe&tful attention paid by thofe peafants to 
their aged parents, while the grand-children are taught to ad- 
drefs them in the moft endearing language, nay to crave their 
bleffing, and fupplicate the Deity for them in prayer. 

Nor does the filial love of the Irifh mountaineer expire 
with his parents. He clofes their eyes, attends their re- 
mains to the tomb with grateful forrow, and occafionally 
vilits 
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vifits the grave of thofe who gave him being, and bedews it 
with his tears. From fuch a difpofition, what excellent vir- 
tues might be produced with proper cultivation! but, alas ! 
ignorance and fuperftition contra& thofe faculties with le- 
thargic torpor, and many an excellent mind is buried in thofe 
remote regions, like the diamond in the mine. 





An Account of Captain Williamfon’s Eftablifhment on Lake 


Ontario, in North America. 


HIS immenfe undertaking is under the dire&tion, and in 

the name of Captain Williamfon, (who had been for- 

merly an officer in the Britifh army) but is generally fup- 

pofed, in America, to bea joint concern between him and 

Sir William Pulteney, of London; in England, Sir William 

is believed to be the proprietor, and Captain Williamfon his 
agent. 

The land in the Geneffee country, or that part of it which 
belongs tothe flate of Maffachufets, was firft fold toa Mr. 
Philps, for five pence an acre; by him, in 179°, to Mr. 
Morris at one fhilling per acre ; being eftimated at a million 
of acres ; on condition that the money fhould be returned, 
provided Captain Williamfon, who was to view the lands, 
fhould not find them anfwerable to the defeription. Captain 
Williamfon was pieafed with them ; and on furvey, found 
the traét, containing one hundred and twenty thoufand acres 
more than the eflimate, the whole of which was conveyed to 
him. 

This diftri is bounded on one fide by Lake Ontario, and 
on the other by the river Genefflee. Williamfon alfo bought 
fome other land of Mr. Morris, fothat he is now proprietor 
of more than a million and a half acres. 

After furveying the whole, he refolved to found at once 
feveral large eftablifhments, rather than one capital colony. 
He therefore fixed on the moft eligible places for building 
towns, as central fpots to his whole fyftem: thefe were 
Bath, on the river Cohetoon; Walliamfburg, on the Ge- 
neffee ; Geneva, on the extremity of Lake Seneca; and 
Great Sodus, on Lake Ontario. The whole territory he di- 
vided into fquares of fix miles, or as near as local circum. 
ftances would admit. Each of thefe feé&tions he forms inte 
what he calls a diftri&. 

Sure 
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Sure of finding fettlers and purchafers, when he had efta. 
blifhed a good communication between his new traét and 
Philadelphia; and as the old road was by way of New York 
and Albany, Wiiliamfon opened aroad, which has fhortened 
the diftance near three hundred miles. He has alfo con- 
tinued his roads from Bath, to Conandagua, to Geneva, and 
to Great Sodus, and feveral other roads of communication, 
He has alneady erected ten mills, three corn, and feven 
fawing ; has built a great many houfes, and began to clear 
land. 

He put himfelf to the heavy expence of tranfporting 
eishty families from Germany, to his fettlements ; but owing 
to a bad choice made by his agent at Hamburgh, they did 
little, and after a fhort time fet off for Canada. 

He fucceeded better in his next fet, who were moftly 
Irifh ; they put the roads into good condition, and gave fuch 
a different face tothe whole, that land which he had fold at 
one dollar an acre, was foon worth three ; and he has dif- 
pofed of eight hundred thoufand acres in this way, fo as to 
pay the firft purchafe, the whole expence incurred; and has 
made a profit of fifty thoufand pounds fterling. 

This rapid increafe of property, is owing to the money 
firt advanced: but the great advantage is Captain William- 
fon’s conftant refidence on the fettlement, which enables him 
to conclude any contraét, or remove any difficulty which 
may flandinthe way. Befides, his land is free from all dif. 
pute or queftion of occupancy, and all his fettlement is pro- 
perly afcertained and marked out. The land which was fold 
at one, has gradually rifen to three dollars an acre; and a 
provifo is always inferted in the deed of fale to thofe who 
purchafea large quantity, that a certain number of acres 
fhall be cleared, anda certain number of families fettled 
within eighteen months. Thofe who buy from five hundred 
to athoufand acres, are only obliged to fettle one family? 
Thefe claufes are high! y ufeful, as they draw an increafe of 
— lation, and prevent the purchafe of land on fpeculation 
only. Captain Williamfon, however, never aéts up to the 
rigour of this claufe, where any known obflacles impede 
the execution. The terms of payment are, to difcharge half 
the purchafe inthree years, and the remainder in fix, which 
enables the induftrious to pay’ from the produce of the land. 
The poorer families he fupplies with an ox, a cow, or even a 
houfe. -To a}! the fettlements he eflablithes, he takes care to 
fecure a conftant lupply of provifions for the fettlers, or 
fupplies them from his own flore. 
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Wherever five or fix fettlers build together, he always 
builds ahoufe at his own expence, which foon fells at an ad- 
vanced price. Every year he vifits each fettlement, which 
tends to diffufe a {pirit of induftry, and promote the fale of 
land ; and he employs every other means he can fuggeft to 
be ufeful to the inhabitants ; he keeps flores of medicines, 
encourages races ahd amulements. and keeps a fet of beau- 
tiful ftallians. He has nearly finifhed his great undertaking, 
and propofes.then to take a.voyage to England to purchafe 
the beft horfes, cattle, fheep, inflruments of agricul- 
ture, &c. 

Captain Williamfon has not only the merit of having 
formed, and that in fo judicious a manner, this fine fettle- 
ment ; but he has the happinefsto live univerfally refpected, 
honoured, and beloved. Bath isthe chief fettlement, and is 
to be the chief town of acounty of the fame name. At 
this town he is_ building a {chool, which is to be endowed 
with fome hundred acres of land : the falary of the mafter, 
Captain Williamfon means to pay, until the inftruétion of 
the children fhall be fuffictent for his fupport. He has built 
a feffion’s houfe and prifon, and one good inn, which he has 
fold fora confiderable profit, and is now building another 
which isto contain a ball-room. He has alfo conflrufted a 
bridge which opensa free and eafy communication with the 
other fide of the river. 

He keeps in his own hands fome {mall farms in the vicinity 
of Bath, which are under the care of a Scotchman, and whi ch 
appear to be better ploughed and managedthan molt in Ame-~ 
rica. In all the fettlements he referves one eftate for him- 
felf; the ftock on which is remarkably*good. Thefe he 
difpofes of occafionally to friends, and on fome handfome 

offer. 

Tothe fettlements already mentioned, he is now adding 
two others.on Lake Ontario, near Rondegut, on the river 
Gencffee, and the other at Braddock, thirty miles further 
inland. Great Sodus, on the coaltof this diftri€&t, promiles 
to afford a fafe and convenient place for fhips from the depth 
of. water, and it may be eafily fortified. 

The cljmate here is much more temperate than in Penn- 
fylvania, the winter feldom la{t more than four months; and 
the cattle, even in that feafon, graze in the toreft w shout in- 
convenience. 

Thefe fettlements are, however, rather unhealthy, which 
Captain Williamfon afcribes to nothing butthe natural efleét 
of the climate on new fettlers, and is confined to a few fits of 
afever, 
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a fever, with which ftrangers are feized the firft or fecond 
year after their arrival. The inhabitants however all agree, 
that the climate is unfavourable ; and marfhes and pieces of 
flagnant water are thickly {pread over the country, but thefe 
will be drained as the population increafes. On the whole, 
it promifes to be one of the moft confiderable fettlements in 
Ancrica. 


Remarkable Explofion of Gunpowder at Barking. 


N a tablet hanging up inthe church of All-hallows 
Barking, Tower-ftreet, Effex, it is thus written— 
** This church was much defaced and ruined by a lamentable 
blow of 27 barrels of gunpowder, that took fire on the 4th of 
January, 1649, in a fhip-chandler’s houfe, over againft the 
fouth fide of the church, and afterwards was repaired and 
beautified again by a voluntary contribution of the pa- 
rifhioners.” 

Phe account of this difafter is as follows: “‘ One of the 
houfes in this place was a fhip-chandler’s, who, onthe 4th of 
January aforefaid, being bufy in his fhop, barrelling up gun- 
powder, it took fire, and in the twinkling of an eye blew up 
not only that, but all the houfes thereabouts, to the number 
(towards the fireet and in back alleys) of fifty or fixty. The 
number of perfons deftroyed by this blow, could not be 
known, forthe next houfe but one was the Rofe Tavern, a 
houfe always full of company atthat time of night, and that 
day the parifh dinner was at the houfe; and in three or four 
days after, digging, they continually found heads, legs, &c. 
miferably torn, afd fcorched, befides many whole bodies, 
wit) not fo much as their cloaths finged. In this accident 
there were twothings very remarkable; the miftrefs of the 
houfe of the Rofe Tavern was found fitting in her bar, and 
one of the drawers flanding by the bar-fide, with a pot in 
his hand, only ftifled with duft and fmoak 4 their bodies 
being preferved whole by means of great timbers falling 
acrofs, oneuponanother. Alfo, the next morning there was 
found upon the upper leads of Barking church, a young 
child lytig in acradle, neither child nor cradle having the 
Jeaft fign of any fire or hurt. It was never known who the 
child was, fo that one of the parifhes kept it for a memorial. 
And inthe year 1666, (fays Mr. Stow,) I fawthe child then 
grown up to be a proper maiden, and came tothe man that had 
kept her all that time, when be was drinking at atavern, and 
he afferted the above circumftance ‘to be true.” 
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DRESS of 2 BEAU 22 1770. 


Coat of light green, with fleeves too {mall for the arms, 

and buttons too big for the fleeves: a pair of Manchef- 
ter fine ftuff breeches, without- money in.the pockets; 
clouded filk: ftockings, but nd legs; a club of hair behind 
larger than the head that carries it; a hat of the fize of a 
fix-pence, ona block not worth a farthing. 








An ANECDOTE. 


N the vicinity of Afhbourne, in Derbyhhire, lies Dove- 
dale, a {pot celebrated far- and .near tor its wide and ro- 
mantic {cenery. A foot path winds along:its fide, and fome- 
times prefents a tremendous declivity. At one of thefe 
places,a few years ago, an Irifh Dean on horfeback, with a 
lay bebind him, was by accident thrown down a precipice, 
and dafhed to pieces. The lady was faved by catching hold 
of atwig: the fhattered remains of the unfortunate clergy. 
man were interred in Afhbourne church; where a-plain ftone 
is dedicated to his memory. 





ete 


Anfwer, by Se ciesiiat Whittle, of the Upway Volunteers, to the 
Charade, by E. Sherman, inferted Odlober 27, 


OUR firft is Butter I declare, 
And for your next let Boat appear; 
Thefe parts combin’d there will be made 
A BUTTER-BOAT, the whole charade. 


bet me anfwers have been received from W, Saunders, jun, Lod- 
diiwell; jarvis, Malborougb;. J. Ning, King{biadge ; William Shere 
well, Modbus: W. Eng land. Lyme; G. England, Girne; Serjeant 
‘Lowning, o of the Fivehead Vol unteers; E. T.S. @. Baker, and W. B. 
of Poole; J. Bu! Igin, Cattle Cary; J. Bail, jon. Taunton; T. Coumbe, 
Stonehoule; P% of Piymouth Dock; Philom. of Tesngmouth ; ; and 
Primrofe, of W a Coker. 





Anfwer, by WV. England, of Lyme, toW. G.’s Rebus, inferted 
November 3. 


OUSE, roufe, ye Britons! and let NELSON be 
Boe pattern of your future victory. 


Vor. XXXVII ] *,* We 
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*,* We have received the like anfwer from Serjeant Whittle, of the 
Upway Volunteers; Thomas Churchoufe; Yeovil; W. Brock, Ever- 
creech; Serjeant Towning, of the Fivehead Volunteers; G. England, 
Uplyme; Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfler Volunteers ; j. Nioms, Sr. 
Agnes; W. Harris, H. H. and W. Gregory, of Exeter; J. H. of Ply- 
mouth Dock ; W. Shetwell, of Modbury; T. Webber, jun. of Tiverton; 

. R. Tou)min, and John Ball, jun. of Taunton; R. Maffert, of Sabtath; 

- Chudleigh, Newton Buthel; Primrofe, Weft Coker; T. Coumbe, 
Stonchoufe; J. King, Kingtbridge; W. B. P, of Poole; and William 
Saunders, jun. of Lodditweil. 





A QUESTION, taken from the Gentleman’s Mathematical 
Companion for the Year 1801, and inferted at the Requeft 
of a Corre{pondent, 


oven { Hpi fer 


To find the values of v and x. 





A REBUS, by W. E. of Lyme. 


M* firft is dear, kind Sirs, you all muft know; 
My fecond is a means you’!| plainly thow; 
My laft is feen each day throughout the year 

On my foregoing two, I do declare. 


Oh thou detefted whole! May Heaven prevent 
The kind and gen’rous from thy vile intent ! 
That they thro’ thee be not deny’d the power 
To feed the poor in a diftreffed hour. 








A CHARADE, 4y 7. Bulgin, of Cafile Cary. 
ARK! the huntfman founds his horn, 


And Jowler leads the cry ; 
In thick purfuit the dogs draw on— 
My firft is doom’d to die. 


When winds blow loud, and tempefts roar, 
The fea runs mountain high; 

The failor then, with anxious hopes, 
My fecond would defcry. 


Ye fapient youths, who myftic lore 
Judicioufly expound, 

Go fearch Devonia’s fertile plains, 
’Tis there a whole is found. 


POETRY. 
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Fo OCTAVIA. 


As each eventfal year fulfils its courfe, 

RéfleRtion ftrikes the mind with added forte s 

In her broad mirror faithfully poartrays 

The joys and forrows of its fleeting days. 

Awful inftruftion! Shadows deep appear— 

With ftreams of light to mark how deep they were. 
Like fruit, the joys, by nipping feafons crofs’d, 
Conceal’d and almoft in the foliage loft; 

Where tangled groves of melancholy green, 

Will fcarce admit a twilight glimpfe between : 

Yet light does piérce at times the gloom profound, 
And fought with care, fruit ’mongit the leaves is found. 
For thefe the heart its grateful thanks will pour, 

And what is rare, mankind will prize the more. 

But ah! how much the mind moft feck repofe 

On paft events—to fee a century clofe: 

Our anceftors, our friends, or great or good, 

To its vaft vortex {wept as with a flood. 

We gaze with wonder at th’ unfolding page, 

And paufe upon the awfol threfhold of an age. 

Can fuch a feafon pafs unheeded by, 

Whole archives bear ‘* glad tidings” from on high? 
Age after age its rapid race may run, 

Thofe glorious tidings fhal! but be begun 

To all that follow, unimpair’d and new: 

And every age that’s paft bas found them true. 
Religion only can our flrength fupply, 
And teach us how to live, or how to die: 
The foul’s bright hope, whaté’ér on afte betide, 
The wealth of poverty—the fcourge of pride; 
Of fweet benietificy the chearing gueft; 

The fledfaft rock whese broken fpirits refl: 

Of meck compaflion the companion dear; 

To precious gems converting every tear: 

The infant’s cradle, and the crutch of age; 

To fools ’tis wifdom, glory to the fage: 

The death of: fraud, of blamelefs joy the birth; 
The clofe communion ’tis of Heaven with earth: 
Affli€tion’s'balm, the forrowing finner’s friend ; 
Peace all] its aim,.and heppiseis its end; 


Tho’ lawlefs paffion it forbid to glow, 
It confecrates all virtuous love below. 
Think not, O@avia dear, ’tis wrong to dwell, 
With tender thought on him who loves fo well: 
For every gentle figh which you impart 
Falls a {weet dew-drop on his conftant heart ; 
To medicate the ills ’tis doom’d to bear, 
And cherifh every {eed of vistué there, 
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The DIRGE of WALLACE. 


By Tuomas Campse t, Ef. Author of ** The Pleafures of Hope.” 


7; lighted’ a taper at the dead of night, 

And chaunoted their holieft hymn; 

But her brow and her bofom were damp with affright; 
Her eye was all fleeplefs and dim ! 

And the lady otf. Elderflie wept for her Jord, 
When a death-watch beat in her lonely room, 

When her cartain bad shook of its own accord, 

And the raven had flapp’d.at her window-board, 
To tell of her warrio1’s doom: 


** Now fing ye the death-fong, and loudly pra 
** For che foul of my Kaight fo. deat ; casitad 
** Aad call me a widow this wretched day, 
‘* Since the warning of Godishere! 
‘* Fora night-mare mdes‘on my Rrangled fleep: 
** The ford of my bofom is doomed to die ; 
** His valourous heart they have wounded deep ; 
"© And the bigod-fed tears hall his country weep 
** For Wallace of Elderflie ” 


Yet knew not his country the ominous hour, 
Ere the loud matin bell was. rung, 

Thata trumpetof death on an Englifh tower 
Had the dirge of ‘her champion fung!.—. 
When his dungeon-light Jook’d'dim and red 
On the high-bora ‘blood of a martyr flain, 
No anthem was dung at his:holy death-bed; 
No weeping there was.when his bofom bled, 

And his,heast ‘was rentin twain! 


Ob! it was not thus when his oaten {pear 
Was true to that Knight forloen, 
And holls of a ibbéfand were featter’d like deer, 
At the blaft of the hunter’s horn; 
When he ftrode on the wreck of each well-fought field 
With the yellow-haii’d chiefs of his native lind; 
For his lance was not fhiver’d on helmet or fhield; 
And the fword that feem’d fit for Archangel to wicld 
Was light in‘his terrible hand! 


Yet bleeding and bound, tho’ the Wallace wight 
For his long-lov’d country die, 
The bugle ne’er {ung t6 a braver Knight 
Than William of Elderflie! 
But the day of his glory fhall never depart: 
Hishead unentomb’d fhall with glory be palm’d; 
From itsblood ftreaming altar his (pirit fhall ftart; 
Tho’ the raven has fed on his mouldering heart, 
A nobler was never embalm’d ! , 





TO AN INFANT. 


N parent’s knees, a naked new-born child, 
Weeping thou fat’f, while all arouad thee fmil’d, 
Se live that fiuking in thy laff long fleep 
Calm may’ft thou imile, while al! around tl ee wee, ! 
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